
Total Children
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Worldwide, children make up a third of the population. In 2004 there were 1,826 million children 
aged under 15. Only children under 15 are shown in this map and graph. Africa has the highest 
percentage of children. In Uganda and Niger half the population is under 15 years old. In Italy, 
Spain and Japan only 14% of the population are children aged under 15.

Total Elderly:

���
In 2002 7% of the world population was over 65 years old. Only 1% of the population of the 
United Arab Emirates was over 65 years old. China has the largest elderly population (92 
million) but this is only 7% of the Chinese population. Growing proportions of elderly people are 



partly a result of people living longer and, often, of fewer births reducing the size of the younger 
population. Africa is home to only 6% of the world's population aged over 65.

Youth Literacy:
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A minimal definition of literacy is being able to read, write and understand a short and simple 
statement about one’s everyday life. Of all 15-24 year olds living in the world, 88% are literate. 
Over half of this age group live in Asia.

Most of the young people living in most territories can read and write. Only five territories have 
lower than 50% youth literacy rates. Four of these five are in Northern Africa. Japan recorded the 
highest rate of youth literacy for a single territory.

The highest number of literate youth live in Eastern Asia, where the youth literacy rate is 98.9%. 
Of the 12 regions, 8 have youth literacy rates of over 95%.

Income:
   Women’s income:
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The total income of women is highest in the United States, and second highest in China. Women 
in the United States have a high total income because on average they are some of the highest 
paid women in the world. Women in China earn below the world average, but they have high 
total earnings due to the large population of China.

Norway and Denmark are home to women with the highest annual earnings per person in the 
population. Women living in Yemen and Sierra Leone earn 150 to 250 times less per person. 
Income is measured here in its purchasing power where it is earned, rather than being adjusted to 
be made comparable using a simple exchange rate.

Malaria Deaths:
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In 2003, 92% of malaria cases and 94% of malarial deaths were recorded as being in African 
territories. The other 6% of deaths were mainly in Asia Pacific and Southern Asia.

The total deaths recorded were 0.15% of the total cases. Whilst there were most malaria cases in 
Southeastern Africa, there were most deaths in Central Africa. Symptoms of malaria include 
fever and vomiting. Most deaths occur in cerebral malaria.

The term ‘malaria’ comes from the medieval Italian ‘mala aria’ meaning ‘bad air’. The term was 
coined at a time before the mosquito had been identified as the carrier of the parasite.

Yellow Fever:
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Yellow fever is a disease that is spread by mosquitoes. Unlike malaria, also carried by 
mosquitoes, yellow fever is not found in Southern Asia. This disease is almost exclusively found 
in Northern Africa (68% of cases) and South America (31% of cases).

Yellow fever is also known as black vomit (vomit negro in Spanish). Both of these names 
describe some of the more severe symptoms. “Yellow fever” due to the fever and jaundice that 
can occur. “Black vomit” because of the congealed blood in the sick of its victims.

A vaccine against yellow fever exists, but not everyone has access to this. 1 in 10 yellow fever 
cases lead to death.


